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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Joseph Jochman on 6/18/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1 , 4-8, 10-1 1 and 13-14 have been canceled. 

Claims 4-6 and 13-14 have been rewritten as the following new claims 15-19 
respectively: 

-15. (New) An assembly for verifying complete mechanical connection between 
a pipe and a connector, said assembly comprising: 

a generally cylindrical connector and a pipe inserted therein, the connector 
including a tube connecting portion on one end thereof and retainer means on the other 
end thereof, the retainer means having a connection engageable portion on a non- 
engageable part at a position displaced circumferentially from the connection 
engageable portion; 

the pipe having an inserting end portion formed with an annular engagement 
projection on an outer peripheral surface thereof, the inserting end portion being 
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inserted in the connector via an opening so that the annular engagement projection is 
snap-engaged with the connection engageable portion; 

a connection verifying device for the pipe and the connector mounted to the pipe 
and the connector to verify mechanical connection between the pipe and the connector, 
the device, including: 

a body portion mounted to the other end of the connector; 

an abutment finger protruding from the body portion in one axial direction, 
and entering in the connector via the opening, and further formed so that one end 
of the abutment finger extends to an axial position of the connection engageable 
portion on the non-engageable part of the retainer means; 

verification means constructed on the body portion and having an 
engaging portion, the engaging portion being engaged in the other axial direction 
with a stop portion formed on an axially fixed portion of the connector; 

said engaging portion being formed to be positioned spaced in the other 
axial direction from the stop portion of the connector when the abutment finger 
abuts the annular engagement projection of the pipe which has not yet engaged 
with the connection engageable portion; and 

said abutment finger being formed further so as to move the annular 
engagement projection in one axial direction with respect to the retainer means 
to engage the annular engagement projection with the connection engageable 
portion when the abutment finger moves the annular engagement projection of 
the pipe from the position in which said annular engagement projection has not 
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yet engaged with the connection engageable portion of the retainer means; and 
the stop portion being in a form of an engagement window provided in the 
connector for being engaged with the retainer means and thereby restraining the 
retainer means from escape from the connector. 

16. (New) The assembly as set forth in Claim 15, wherein the body portion is 
provided with a connector connecting portion engaged with the connector in non- 
rotating relation and a pipe connecting portion connected to a bent portion of the pipe in 
non-rotating relation. 

17. (New) The assembly as set forth in Claim 16, wherein the pipe connecting 
portion has a pair of clip members extending in the other axial direction and formed so 
as to clip a bent portion side of the pipe, the pair of clip members are integral with each 
other on the other axial end portions thereof so as to clip the bent portion side of the 
pipe on one axial end with respect to the other axial end portions thereof. 

18. (New) An assembly for verifying complete mechanical connection between a 
pipe and a connector, said assembly comprising: 

a generally cylindrical connector and a pipe inserted therein, the connector 
including a tube connecting portion on one end thereof and retainer means on the other 
end thereof, the retainer means having a connection engageable portion on a non- 
engageable part at the position displaced circumferentially from the connection 
engageable portion; 
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the pipe having an inserting end portion formed with an annular engagement 
projection on an outer peripheral surface thereof, the inserting end portion being 
inserted in the connector via an opening so that the annular engagement projection is 
snap-engaged with the connection engageable portion; 

a connection verifying device for the pipe and the connector mounted to the pipe 
and the connector to verify mechanical connection between the pipe and the connector, 
the device including: 

a body portion mounted to the other end of the connector; 
an abutment finger protruding from the body portion in one axial direction, 
and entering in the connector via the opening, and further formed so that one end 
of the abutment finger extends to an axial position generally identical to an axial 
position of the connection engageable portion on the non-engageable part of the 
retainer means; 

verification means constructed on the body portion and having an 
engaging portion, the engaging portion being engaged in the other axial direction 
with a stop portion formed on an axially fixed portion of the connector; 

said engaging portion being formed to be positioned spaced in the other 
axial direction from the stop portion of the connector when the abutment finger 
abuts the annular engagement projection of the pipe which has not yet engaged 
with the connection engageable portion; and 

said abutment finger being formed further so as to move the annular 
engagement projection in one axial direction with respect to the retainer means 
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to engage the annular engagement projection with the connection engageable 
portion when the abutment finger moves the annular engagement projection of 
the pipe from the position in which said annular engagement projection has not 
yet engaged with the connection engageable portion of the retainer means; 

the verification means being in a form of a stop and verification arm; and 
the stop and verification arm extending from the body portion in one axial 
direction beyond the stop portion, an engagement between the engaging portion 
and the stop portion being releasable by moving the stop and verification arm so 
as to lift up one axial end portion thereof radially outwardly; and 

a guide plate formed on the body portion so as to extend radially 
outwardly, and the body portion being mounted to the other end of the connector 
such that the guide plate seats in the recessed engagement guide that is formed 
in an inner peripheral surface of the connector. 

1 9. (New) The assembly as set forth in claim 1 8, wherein a pair of the guide 
plates are formed on diametrically symmetrical positions of the body portion, and a pair 
of the recessed engagement guides are formed so as to correspond in position to the 
pair of the guide plates. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hewitt whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7084. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JMH 
6/18/07 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



